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THE 


DESCRIPTION 


PRE SBYTER IAN; 


Humbly Addreſs d to thoſe Gentlemen, 
that by the 


IMPUTATION 


OF THE 


HIGH CHURCH 


Are lately Added to that 


FAMOUS PARTY, 


G You ſee whither you are brought at 


laſt. Strange and unexpected Converſion ! Who 
would have thought, that ſo many Perſons of Ho- 


nour, and Eminent Quality, lately as valuable Sons of the 


Church as any of their High-Flowa Brethren, ſEou'd now 
be rank'd among the Presbyteri aus! But lift up your Heads 
Gentlemen, and be not aſham'd of your New Name; e- 


ſpecially, when it is aſſign'd you by thoſe Authentick Gods 


Fathers, the Canonical Clergy and Dignitaries of the 

Church. What tho' the Name be lately made QOdious / 

and be omploy;d as Equivalent to Schiſmatick, Factious, 
| A 2 3 
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Republican, Enemy to Church and State; yet the Con- 
ſciouſneſs of your own Innocence will be in ſome meaſure 
your ſupport; and will let you ſee, how 1njuriouſly and 
unjuſtly thoſe Names are, or may be, caſt upon your In- 
nocent Neighbours ; and how little ſome Mens Tongues 
or Pens are to be reckon'd as any Slander. Beſides, you 


have very Famous Predeceſſors upon the ſame Roll, or 


upon that of Puritan, which is but Predeceſſor or Anceſtor 
to the Presbyterian. Perhaps you will find ſome of the 
moſt Grave, Religions, Venerable Metropolitans and Pre- 
lates, ſuch as Parker and Grindal (that Perfidious Prelate, 
fays the late High-Church Champion; which muſt inti- 
mate that Arch-Biſhop to be a Patron of Puritans) Abbor, 
Davenant, Hall, Uſher,and down from Arch-Biſhop Cranmer 
to the preſent primate of all Exgland, to be enroll'd ia 
the ſame Catalogue. And who wou' d be aſham'd of ſuch 
Excellent Company! When they have beſtow?d the mo 


Pious of their Biſhops and Doctors upon us, they may re- 


tain the Reſt, without our Envy, to themſelves, if they 


pleaſe. Are you then arrived into the Presbyterian Name and 


Reputation, and will ye not take it ill, if we refuſe to let 
you into an acquaintance with us, and with the Myſte- 

ries of our Sect and Religion; you have been long ſtran- 
gers to us; gad it can't be expected, that you ſhould be 

uddenly illuminated, and furniſh'd with a clear Proſpect 
of our Faith and Devotion. We are a Company, you 
know, every where ſpoken againſt ; your former Leaders 
have continually aimed to caſt a miſt before your Eyes, that 


we might not be known or underſtood ; nor, perhaps did 
ſome of us eaſily or ſoon become what we are. But what 


we are ia Principle and Profeſſion, it is meet you ſhou'd 
know ; That if, upon Converſation with us, and our 
Sentiments, you like us not, you may Return to the 
Church, out of which you have been voted, if ſhe will 
Receive you. We will endeavour therefore to Delineate 
_ theſe Presbyrerians before you. And ſo, we will begin 
with their Name. The Name Presbyrerian is drawn from 
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f 


the Name Preßbyter, ſignifying an Elder; aud they ſeen 
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to be calld Presbyterians, becauſe their Writers in Church 


Controverſies, are won't to argue and plead, that the 


noted Presbyters or Elders of the Churches, in the new 
Teſtament, are hut the ſame Order or Office, with the 
Biſhops mention'd there; as on the other Hand, they that 
plead that the Biſhops mention'd there, were a Diſtin&t 
and Superiour Order and Office, to the noted Presbyters 
or Elders there, are uſually calPd Epiſcopal. So that I hope 
Gentlemen the name will carry no great Harm in it, when 
you ſhall have weighed the Scriptures that intimate their 
Equality and Identity ; and ſhall alſo have conſidered what 
the Famous Jewell, Biſhop of Salisbury (who may alſo al- 
moſt paſs for one of your Predeeeſſors) ſays to his Popiſh 
Adverſary, Mr. Harding; But what meant Mr. Harding 
here to come in with the Difference between Prieſts, (i. e. Pres- 
byters) and Biſhops ? Thinketh he that Prieſts and Biſhops hold 
only (i. e. as to their Original) on Tradition? Or is it ſo hor- 
rible an Hereſy, as he maketh it, to ſay, That by the Scriptures 
of God a Biſhop and a Prieſt are all one? Or knometh he, how 
far, and unto whom he reacheth the Name of an Heretick ? 


(And we may ſay, the Name of a Schiſmatick.) 


Verily Chryſoſtom ſaith, Inter Epiſcopum & Presbyterum 
intereſt ferme nihil, Between 4 Biſhop and a Prieſt, in a man- 
ner there is no Difference. S. Hierom ſaith ſomemhat in rougher 
Sort, Audio quendam in tantam erupiſſe vecordiam ut Diaconos 
Presbyteris, id eſt, Epiſcopis antiferret; Cùm Apeſtolus perſpicue 


doceat, Presbyteros eoſdem eſſe quos Epiſcopos. I hear ſay, there is 


one become ſo peeviſh,that he ſetteth Deacons before Prieſts,that is 
te ſay, before Biſhops ; whereas the Apoſtle plainly Teacheth us, 


That Prieſts and Biſhops be all one. 


St. Avguſtine ſaith, Quid eſt Epiſcopus, niſi Primus Prem 
byter, hoc eſt, ſummus Sacerdos 2 What is a Biſhop, but the firſt 
Prieſt, that is to ſay, the Higheſt Prieſt ? So ſays S. Ambroſe, 
Epiſcopi & Presbyteri una Ordinatio eſt; uterq ;, enim Sacerdos 
eſt; ſed Epiſcopus Primus eſt. There is but one Conſccration of 
Prieſt and Biſhop. For both of them are Prieſts, But the Biſhop 
i the Firſt, e | 
All theſe aud other more Holy Fathers together with S. Paul 
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the Apoſtle, for thus ſaying according to Mr. Hardings Advice) 


muſt be holden for Hereticks. Jewell's Apol. Part 2. p. 202. 
And if we ſhou'd gain all theſe for Presbyterians(for Presbyte- 
rYians do not Refuſe a Primacy or Precedency among the 
Elders) according, to the Etymology and Reaſon of the 
Name, we need not be afraid or aſham'd to march under 
the Shadow of it. From the Name paſs we to the Bearers 


of it; and let us Seriouſly Conſider what and who thoſe 


Presbyterians are, that make ſuch a noiſe in the Land, and 
to whom, by your former Brethren, you are fo kindly Re- 
mitted. Will you pleaſe to know then that theſe Presby- 
zeriens, according to their Confeſſions, Principles, and 


Practices (as agreeable to their Principles, as thoſe of moſt . 


Parties are to Theirs, in this Day of Common Dege- 


neracy, in which there are Faults in All) are ſuch as Theſe. 


1. They believe, that there is one Eternal, Glorious 


God, the Maker of Heaven and Earth, the Wiſe and 


Holy Governour of the World, in and by Legiſlation, 


Judgment and Execution. Herein they arc Diſtinguiſhed 
trom thoſe that are commonly call'd Atbeifts; if there be 
any ſuch in the Deliberate Perſwaſion and Sentiment of 
their Minds. 7 - Re 


2. They Believe, that, conſidering the uncertainty, 


Darkneſs and Diviſion of the World, about many im- 


portant Articles, relating to Mans ultimate Happineſs, it 
is needful and Expedient, that this Governour of the 
World ſhou'd afford ſome Superiour Revelation of his Will 
and the way to Happineſs, than what our Natural Mind 
and Light will diſcover; that {6 Man may more ſteadily 
and aſſuredly be guided to his higheſt Felicity. | 

3. Finding a Book in the World, call'd the B IB LE, 


_ - contalaing in it a Doctrine moſt Spiritual, Myſterious and 


Sublime; pure, Purifying and Holy; wonderfully Cal- 
culated for the Glory of God, the Good of the World, 
the Honour, Dignity and advancement of Man; Penn'd 


by Holy Men (that breath Sincerity, Wiſdom and Love 


to God and Man) confirm'd by Open, Frequent, lavincir 
ble Miracles, they can't but acknowledge, that That Book 


s 


CP 3 

is of God ; that it contains the kind and wiſe Diſcoveries 
of God, to Conduct his Creature, Man, to his ultimate 
2 perfection. Hereby, and by the former, they are Diſtin- 
e- guiſned from thoſe that are more properly call d Theiſts or 
| 57 5 AS alſo all Anti-Scripturiſts. 


he . They Believe, that That Jeſus Chriſt, ſo copionſly 
er Deſcribed, and Declared in the Writings of the New- 
18 Teſtament, is that Great Meſſias, that was Promiſed to the 
ſe Church of the Old- Teſtament, the moſt Excellent (and in- 
ad deed in his way, the only) High-Prieſt, Prophet and Ring 
of the Church; the moſt Glorious Miniſter and Repreſen- 
tative of the Bleſſed God. Herein they are Diſtinguiſhed | 
id from Fews and Mahometans. : | Me 
[t 5. They Believe and Receive the Doctrine of the | 
4 Three famous Creeds, uſually call'd, the Apoſtle's, the Ni- 
Ct bene and the Athanaſian. Whereby they are Diſtinguiſhed 
5 from Diverſe Seats and Opinioniſts, call'd Arrian, Socinian, 
d f Sabellian. 5 : | : 
l, 6. They receive Thirty Six (unleſs, bating perhaps 
d KF one ſmall Clauſe) of the Thirty-nine Articles of the 
Church of England. And if they hefitate about either 
f the Senſe, or che Truth of Two or Three of thoſe Arti- 
| cles, penn'd ſo long ago, can that be any wonder or any 
' KM great Fault, while the things heſitated about, are not 
- K pleaded to be Fundamental to Chriſtianity ? And hereby | 
LL they ſhou'd ſcem to unite far with the Church; and to be 
© FE Diſtinguiſhed much from Papiſts, Self-juſticiaries, and | 
1 Remonſtrants, whom the Antient Church intended to Ex- \ x 
| clude. | | : KA 
y J. They Eſteem and Value the firſt Day of the Week x 
| as the Lords-Day, appointed by Him for Commemoration 
olf his Reſurrection and Redemption; which therefore 
d ) they deſire to addict to and Employ in ſuch Religious 
I Services, as will Glorify their God and Redeemer, and 


, tend to their own improvement in Divine Knowledge and 
4 Piety. And hereby they are Diſtinguiſhed from thoſe that 
3 either admit no Sabbath at all, or thoſe that are calPd Sab- 
7 FF #atariars, as chooſing the Old Saturday-Sahbath. © 
Y 
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3. They Believe, that the Perſons of the Pious are 
more nearly and happily Related unto God and Chriſt, 
than others are; and not they only, but their Off:ſpring 
likewiſe; and that in Virtue :of ſuch Relation, with inti- 
mations of Mercy in the Divine Covenant > ſach Off- 
ſpring is to be preſented unto God and his Favour, in and 
by the Seal of the Covenant, the Solemnity of Baptiſm. 
Whereby they are Diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of their 
Neighbours they uſually call, Anabaptiſts. HP 

9. They Believe, that Chriſtian Religion is worthy 
and ought to be maintain'dand propagated in the World; 
that this can be beſt done by thoſe that are ſtatedly ſe- 
parate for ſuch ſacred Function; competently fitted, and 
Solemaly obliged to attend on that holy Employ. That 
there is needful therefore, and Divinely Appointed ſuch 


5 an Office in and about Religion, as is ordinarily call'd 


the Miniſtry. And herein they may be Diſtinguiſhed now- 
a-days from many, and perhaps, from ſome of your ſelyes 
alſo, who may incline to reckon that Office nothing but 
Erieltcraft. „ 1 8 3 

10. They Humbly ſuppoſe, that Chriſtianity Shines 
beſt by its own Light; that its Worſhip was deſign'd to 
be pure, plain, unaffected, Spiritual; that it ſhou'd be 
Repreſented and manag'd therefore, as near as may be 


(tho' Gravely and Solemnly, yet) without thoſe Additi- 


ons of our Fanſied Ornaments and Embelliſhments, that 
are neither neceſſary to the Decency of the Service, nor 
to the Edification of its Profeſſors. And that, becauſe, 


1. The Power to add ſuch ſuppos'd Ornaments and Em- 
belliſkhments, ſeems to be of ill Conſequence; and of ſuch 


Extent, as may ſoon alter the Face of Chriſtian Worſhip, 


from what it was, when the Commiſſion'd Ordainers of it 


left it. 2. It will occaſion great conteſt, where that Power 

is lodg'd. 3. The Exerciſe of ſuch a pretended Power has 

caus'd ſad Deformation of Chriſtiana Worſhip, in the 

Churches; and eſpecially in the Papacy. 4. Such Additi- 

ons uſually cauſe Rents and Diviſions ia the Church. For 

how can Men's Conſciences be Subjected to all the Ap-, 
| | pointments 
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pointments of others, as fallible as themſelves ? 5. It will 
ſcarce be agreed, when ſuch Additions are enough, and 


where they ſhall End. 6. Such a Pretended Power occaſions 
Atheiſts and Theiſts to call our Religion in Queſtion, and 
to lay jt under the vile Imputation of Sham, Trick, Gul- 


lery and Prieſtcraft. 7. May it not ſufficiently appear that 


all Eccleſiſtical Power now is Miniſterial only: Such, as 


is only to take care of the prudent, Faithful Execution of 


the Saviour's Commands ! - > | 
11. They ſee and Lament the Corruptions of the Chri- 
ſtian World, in Doctrine, Diſcipline, and Life. But ac- 
knowledge, that, ſo far as they can Learn, they take the 
Reformed Churches, to be the pureſt Part of the Ca- 
tholick Church: and judge, that Chriſtianity (in its Do- 
arine, Worſhip and Government) is moſt miſerably ob- 
a. depraved, adulterated in the Church or Sy nagogue 
. 12.They Deſire to Bleſs Divine Providence and Goodneſs 
for the Reformation ſo happily begun and proſpered in this 
our Native Land; and Judge that the Supremacy here 
Claim'd and Exercis'd by the Biſhop (or Prince) of Rome, 
was highly injurious to the Prerogative of the Crown and 
Property of the Subjects. And ſo they were won't to take 
the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy to our own Mo- 


' Naxens: .-; ;; 


13. They like and approve Monarchy as the moſt Noble 
Mode of Government ; They highly admire that Mode of 
Monarchy that has been by our Anceſtors, ſo wiſely ſtat- 
ed and Eſtabliſhed in this Realm ; as being ſo well adapted 


to the Genius of the Natives of the Land, and to the 


great and uſeful Ends of Government, and fo well ſe- 


_ Curing the Prerogative of the Monarch, the Digniries o 


the Nobles and the Properties of the Commons. Where- 


by they hope they are Diſtingniſhed from the Autimonar- 


chical and Republicans. 


14. They own themſelves obliged to concur to the f up- 


port of the Government (in Peace and in War) under 


Which they liye; and accordingly have been always m__ 3 


© o 
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to pay the Taxes, Cuſtoms, Duties, that the Legiſlature thinks 
meet at any time to lay upon the Subjects. And perhaps, throughs 
out this long War, none have been more ready to contribute their 
ſhares (however ſtrait their Circumſtances may be on other Ac- 
counts) to the Common Expenſe, than thex. 4 25 

15. They judge it their Duty to pay to Governours and Supe- 
riors all that Civil Honour Deference and Reſpect, that the Laws, 
Cuttoms, and Commen uſuages of the Country do affign them; 
and rhir, in putting off their Hats, ſtanding Bare, bowing and (to 
their Sovereign) Kneeling; as alſo in taking an Oath to arreſt their 
Loyalty, or to end Controverſies in their Courts of Judicature, 
Whereby it is known that they are Diſtinguiſhed from ſuch of their 
Neighbours as ate vſually calld Quakers, _ 

16. They bear unfeigned Allegiance to the Queen's moſt Excellent 
Majefly : Continually making mention of Her in their Prayers; 
Bleffing Divine Goedneſ for the manifold Benefirs and Bleſſings 
they have Receiv'd by, and under Her Majeſties Wiſe and Frol- 
perous Adminiſtration. ; 8 

17. They Humbly admire and congratulate the Happy Wiſdom 
and Care of the Legiſlature in ſecuring our Religion, Laws and 
Wellare, by ſeaſonable Enacting and Eftabliſhing a Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion to the Crown and Government. 8 | 

18. They Humbly Thank the Legiſlature, or Legiſlative Powers, 
of this Realm, that were pleas'd to veuchſafe them the Leave and 
Liberty of Publick Worſhipping of God, according to the Dictates 
of their own Judgments, in Exempring them from the Penalties of 
Diverſe Laws made or turn d againft them. The Rigorous Execu- 
tion of which our Parliaments had found and Vored ro be Encou- 
raging do Popery and injurious to our Common Religion. 
19. They Reſpect the Authotity and Laws, by which the Pub- 
lick Temples or Churches, wich their Buildinga, Glebe and Tithes 
are diſpoſed of to the Canonical Clergy of the Church of England. 
And they are always willing (without Diſparagement to any be it 
ſpoken) as any of their Neighbours, ro pay their Tithes and Dues 
to the Clergy. And they ſuppoſe, That did not they ſemerimes in 
their Voluntary Contributions give as much as their Church-Neigh- 
boars, towards the Encouragement of their Clergy; their Annuities 
in many places would be lower than they ave. | | 

20. They Judge ic their Duty to cultivate and maintain Peace 
and Union, and Love with all Chriſtians; particularly with all 
Prateftan's, as far as they can; to Live 99 with all, and to 
pray for the Welfare of their Enemies. 

I hieſe (Gentlemen) are the horcid things commonly calbd Presby- 
. PN , ferians 7 
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teriant ; againſt whom you have heard, ſo many frightful Accuſa® 
tions and invectives from the Pulpit and ſeen em from the Preis. 
Among which, I can't queſtion there lies one ſtill invincibly upon 
your minds, as a ſtrong prejudice againft your new Name, as an 
uncontroulable Contradiction to the i 3th Article of this Deſcription, 
For if theſe Presbyterians thus admire and appiove our Monarchy, 
as is there pretended, how came they ro oyerthrow ir, and to bring 
one of our Excellent Monarchs to a moſt Tragical End ? „ 
The Concluſion of that IIluſtrious Prince is a fad ſtory. indeed, 
Gentlemen. I have ſcarce heart ro look into ir. But what if the 
horrid fact be continually charged upen the Innocent, or thoſe that 
were leaſt Guilty in the Nation! How will you forgive their Accu- 
ſers, and thoſe that have long bubbled you with Fable and Falſe- 
hood! Or whar if the Accuſers themſelves or their Anceſtors were 
more Guilty, the ſight and ſound of which they weu'd Divert by 
their noiſy Baia Frighted Guilt is wont to be Clamarous, 

while Innocence is ſtill and filent, Tis not here Room to look into 
the Hiſtory and Tranſactions cf thoſe unhappy Times; only take 

ſome hints in ſnort, that may a little wipe off this ſtain from the 
injut d Presbyterians. N ; . = 

As 1. What if the Numbers and Circumſtances of choſe that ſtaid 

in England, under Laud's Miniftration were reduc'd ro Low and 

Deſpicable, tbat it was as much beyond their Power, as beſide their 

Will, ro Airempr any War; and Commotiors here? 2. 

What if there were not Six Presbyterians in that Parliament t' at 

took up Arms in their own Defenſe (as they ſaid) ? 3. Whar, 

if the molt Presbyterian - Part, afterwards carry d it by a great 
Majority, That the Anſwers of the King to the Propoſitions of 
both Houſes were a ground for the Houſes to proceed upon for the Settle- 
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ment of the Peace of the Kingdem ? 4. What if the Soldiery cou d 
not carry their Deſiges, till they bad Excluded an Hundred and Fify 
Members or more, that were then the moſt inclinable to the Pres. = 
byterians? 5. What if the Solemn League and Covenant, broupht 

in by the Scots, were the Fung greareſt Securitf,, and the greateſt 
Bar the Soldiers mer with to their Dc figns 2 6. What if the Prey 
terian Miniſters publickly pray'd and  Preach'd (in great Danger ts 
themſelyes) againſt all Atrempts offer'd againſt the Kings Life ? 7. 
What if a Company of thoſe Presbyrerians, in and about Landen, 
to the Number of Forty Seven met together, drew up a Repre- 
ſegration, and preſented it by ſome of the Subſcribers, to the Ge- 
neral Fairfax, wherein they plainly Remonſtrate to theic Proceedings 
and tell him and the Council of War, That they, had engag'd them. 
ſelves by Oath nee his Majeſties Perſon and priviledges of Pars 
,, HT ne 
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Lament > This was Delivered Fanuary 18. 1648. 8. What if theſe 
Presbyterian Miniſters Publiſh'd another Paper, ſubſcrib'd by above 
Fifty of them (the Names I have by me, bur do nor ftay to count 
em) wherein they Proclaim themſelves bound in Duty ro God, Re- 
ligion the King Parliament and the Kingdom, eo Profeſs before God, 
Angels and Men, thus, Thar we verily believe, that which is ſo much 
feared to be now in Agitation, the taking away the Life of the King 
in the preſent way of Tryal, is, not only not agreeable to the Nord of = 
God, the Principles of the Proteſtant Religion (never yet ſtain d with the 
leaft drop of the Blood of 4 King) or the Fundamental Conftitution and 
Government of this Kingdom ; but contrary to them, as alſo to the Oath 
of Altegiance ; the Prote/tation of May 5. 1641. and the Solemn 
League and Covenans ;_ From all which, or any of Woich Engagements, 
we know not any Power on Earth able to abſolve us or others > What con'd 
they do or ſay more? 9. Wha: if the Arch-Biſhop of Jork was a 
General in the Parliament-Army, and many Presbyteri ans in the 
Kings! One of whom (viz. Mr. Martin of Mee don) lot an Arm in 
his Majeſties Service; nor was the other afterward pardoned, but 
laid in Jail for Non- Conformity. 10. What if the Scorch Commiſ- 
ſioners copiouſly pleaded againſt all Attempts upon his Majeſty's Life. 
Arguing the Contract betwixt them and the Engliſh, that no Hurt 
ſhould be done to his Majeſty's Perſon? And yer cou'd not prevail, 
bur wou d be gone, left by their Preſence they thou'd Seem to Ceun- 
renance the Fact: i 1. Where were all the High-Church of the Na- 
tion, that ſo little was ſaid'or done by them to prevent a Fact, they 
have been Abominating ever ſince the Reſtoration? Had they loft 
their Principles ? Or did they trim And trick to an occaſional Confor- 
miry ! Had not Dr Szaman (a Preilyterian) lome Reaſon, do ye 
think, to Preach ro them from David's Words to the Servants (or 
Guards) of King Saul, As the Lord liveth, ye are Worthy to Die, be- 
cauſe ye have not 5 your Miſter, the Lords Anointed. 2 Sam. 26. 1 4 
12: Did you ever hear of a High-Church-Man, char ſwounded and 
Died away at the News of that Princes D-ath, as Mr. Geery the 
Presbyterian did: 13. We bave heard of High-Church-Men, Plot- 
ring againſt King Mliam's Life: But were they all ealy under the 
U forper, hen Eight Presbyterian Miniſters were ſent to the Tower 
for Plotting for the King: And one of them (Mr. Love) with a 
Gent'eman, was BeheadeJ ? 14. Did not theſe Pr esbyterians begin 
and acco vpliſh rhe Reftoration of King Charles the S:coud ? But 
Ian afraid, Gentlemen, of tiring you with parliculars. How li- 
dle have you beard of thefe things from the Pulpit! But you ſee 
ſomrhiing by expetitnge, how muc' the Inn cent are aſperſed ard 
w Aw | »Colulniated ;; * 
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Calumniated And that, by thoſe that profeſs themſelves ordain'd to 


Preach againſt the Father of Lies and Lyers. If any Gentleman des 
fires any more Hiftory of this Nature, I wou'd only Remit him to 
the vecy Learned Bochart's Letter to Dr. Morl:y, at the End of his 
Geographia Sacra; where he may ſee alſo how Scotland, and the French 
Divines, and Geneva her-ſelf, acquired themſelves upon that motn- 


ful occafion. There I confeſs I found many Particulars J had never 


heard of before, But yet thought ir ſtrange chat a French Divine muſt 
be put to the trouble of Rehearſing ſo many Heads in the Presbyterians 
Vindicarian, .which thar Engliſh Divine ſhou'd bave known before 3 
or knowing, ſheu'd not have Extorted ſuch a Letter. But the French- 
man has aſſurane: enough to tell Him 5 Neg, enim ignoras rem plane 
aliter fe habcre, ks TY 4 SP 

Well then, Gentlemen, We will not be Aſhamed of our Name; 
as ſuppoſing any Diſloyalty is Comprehended in it; tho. I confeſs, 
that was once to me a great Prejudice againſt the Name; Bur it is 
bur a Vapour, Perhaps, it may be proved that the Presbyterians 


were, in thoſe perillous times, the moft Loyal Subjects; and then 


. 


we have there a Confirmation of our Thirteenth Article. 
Lou have thus ſeen, Gentlemen, the Principles of Presbyterians. 
You are Strangers to their Publick Worſhip. Shou'd you come 


there, how can they take it ill, that caſt you off as Falſe-Brethren, 
| 80 Vote yee more Dangerous than the Presbyterians theinſelves? 


ur Aſſemblies are more bared than Idol-Temples, the Chappels 


of Reme. But, alas! What have we there, but what is forthe 


Subſtance of it, allow d in your Pariſh- Churches? Have we rea ding 


of Scriptures? So have you, Have We ſometimes Expoſi ions of 
rhe Scriptures Read? Why nor? As well as the Excellent Herbert 
Expoun4 rhe Church-Offices and Service in his Pariſh by Salisbury? 
And as divers Divines Expound the Catcebiſm ! I ſuppoſ- there are 


many Living; that bave often heard the late Eminent Biſhop of 
Briſtol, Expound his Second Leſſon, on a LorJs-day in the after- 


noon, in Oxford, Have we Preaching ? So have you. Have we 


free, unpreſcribe ! Prayer before” Sermon? So have you, or had 


you, I have cfren heard it. Biſhops have oft ſo Pray d. Have 
we Catechiſing of Youth, wich Expoſition of the Carech ſm ? So 
have you in ſome Places. I have ofen been fo Catechiz d by a Wer- 


thy Doctor. Have we Singing of Pſalnas > So have you. Laſtly, 


Have we Adminiſtration of Sacraments ? So have you. All the 
orſhip, ate acknowledged by your 


Portions of our Religious 
Selves ; and muſt needs be R 


dle, if appointed by Ged. 


Do you ask me then wherein and wherefore we ſo Solicitouſly | 
chdraw from the Eſtabliſhed Church? Pr what is there, almo, 
- 2 5 | in. 
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in all this Deſcription; that may not agree 16 one of rhar Church; 
| N Gentlemen Why ſhou'd you lead me into Controverſy d 


You are not accuſtom d to it, you have been addicted to yqur Eaſe 
and Mirth, or, it may be, ro Political Studies, and wou d think it 
Krange, to bear our Ecclefiaſtical Cauſes and Enquiries reported. 
Sad it is, char we have ſuch Theological Wars! But who can help 
it ! Sad it is, that you ſhoud be prejodlie's aghioſ Religion, by the 


* 


vexatious Contentions of them that are to Preach it! We were long 
o foretold that offences wou d come, and they have riſen in abun- 
dance, You have ſeen them, felt them. O that our Gentlemen 
had more of the Divine, to judge in our Controverſies | And the 
Diyines more of the Gentleman, to be condeſcending, courteous and 
obliging to each other, and to cut off, as far as may be, all occagons 
of mutual Offence ! 4 | 1 
Having reported fo much of the Poſitive and Primary parts of 
Presbyterzan Religion, why may | not not ſtop there ! Why ſhou'd I 
trouble you, Gentlemen, with that, that is but either Negative, or 
Appendage thereto? In other things we are Paſſive; and put upon 
the Care of keeping Religion undefiled, and delivering Divine In- 
ftirurions ro Poſterity, in the plain and Humble Dreſs, in which 
they were Deliver'd either by the Lord Himſelf, or by rhoſe that 
were Commiſſion d by Him. But how that was; perbaps you have 
not much conſalted. Hare you diligently ſtudied thoſe Scriptures 
by wh ch you and we, and all our Controverſies are to be judged ! 


Great Apoſſles did to the Prince, whom he thus accofts, TI think my 
ſelf Happy King Agrippa, becauſe I ſpall Anſwer for my ſelf this Day, 
before thee, touching al the things, whereof I am accuſed of the Tews : 
. Eſpecially, becauſe I know thee to be expert in all Cuſtoms and Queſtions, 
which are among the Jews? ol you pleaſe to Pafdon, good Gentle- 
men, ſuch Nr Queſtjons/ Lou are yet known wo us only by 
Name. We ſhall rejoyce to lee you acquann ed with our Lox], ich 
his Laws and ith he Judge of our a erbe, (which Proteſt- 
ants, againſt the Papiſts, ſay, is the Holy, Bible) whether you judge 
far an 00-70. „ TORT MITTAOIN 'f 
Or, having been ſo long alienated f om ys, are you willing to 
have time allow d, in orderto acquire ſuch preparatory Diſpok i- 
ons, as ſome may reckon needfull to a Critical judgment in gar 
OQaſe! Fuch as, inſight into the Holy Oracles; an awfall Regard 
= - roche Auibority and Faithfullnefs of the Bleſſed Jeſus, a ſuitable Sa- 
pour and Reliſh of Divine and Spiritual Things. A fingle Deſire to 
ſerve the Eternal Majeſty moſt agreeably to his own Pleaſure. An 
BH Subs Belief and fear of; Divine jealouſy. A Love of pure, un- 


— 


May we addgeſs our ſelves to you, with the ſame Satisfaction, the 
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timed Religion: A Concern for the Peace And Healing of the 


Churches. Let us wait then for an improvement in theſe Endow- 
ments; knd then we may hope for ſome candid Audience, and per- 
haps, ſome Cure of our Dangerous Breaches. 8 

n the mean time, Gentlemen, why ſhon'd we trouble you with 
impertinent Queſtiens about ſuch things as are call'd, Frames of 
Church Government, Liturgies and Ceremonies | Wherefore ſhou d 
your Eaſe, and Pleaſure be difturbed by ſuch odd, uncourh Diſquiſt- 
tions as theſe. What is the Divine Inſtitution of Provincial Churches, 
with their Heads and Inſpectors, Arch-Biſhops | Or what is the Di- 
vine Inftirurion of Dioceſan Churches and their Governours, the 
Dioceſan Biſhops ! Or of ſuch Presbyters, that are but as Curates to 
ſuch Biſhops, acting for them becauſe they cannot Diſcharge the 
Service, that is to be done in the ſeveral parts and Pariſhes of rhe 


: Dioceſan Church! Or {of ſuch Deacons, that are not ordain'd ro, 


never aidertook or diſcharg'd ſuch Deaconſhip, as is appointed, As. 
6. Or of the Epiſcopal Courts, and the ſeveral Officers and Offices 
belonging therero ? Alas! We may, at preſenr, throw away theſe 
and twenty mote ſtrange, unprofirable Queſtions, that will bur per- 
plex the Enguiter and engender Strifes =» | 

Are you willing to Plead, Gentlemen, that you are Presbyrerians 
in name only? And that vielently attributed, nor volun acily affam'd. 
Let ir be fo. Yer is it not then ten Thouſand pities, that for declin- 


ing a name, you ſhou'd run into apparent Enormities ? That you 
ſnou d be forc'd upon the Tempration or dreadfull Neceſſity of Duink- 


ing, Cutſing, Swearing, Rioting afid Revelling fas it is ſuppos, d ſome 
do ) the more Egregiouſly, in order to throw 09 the Villaowus Name, 
and Demonſtrate to the World, that they are no Presbyterians 2 Alas! 


Dear Gentlemen! Is it not better ten Thouſand times better, to 


venture 1 = the Name, yea upon all the Names given to an Apoſtle 
(While cali'd, Peſtiſene Fellow, Mover of Sedition, Ringleader of a 
$8) than thus to vem ure upon praRices confeſ d to be Notorious 
Sins, by all Churches; and to venture withall upon the D ſpleaſure 


of an Holy God, and upon tha: Flaming Vengeance, tha: he bas re- 
. ſervd for tho, thar {Amidſt all our Light) will not know him, 


and wi I not Obey his Ayowed Goſpel! | | 
Will you pleaſe ro berhink your ſelves, Gentlemen, what fort of 
Church this is, that thus refuſes you! And of which ſuch Crimes muſt 


be the notorious Character iftics > WII ſuch a Church, (by Wa- 


ever Names and Titles it's Dignify'd and Dittinga ſh'd) be owned 
oly 


by rke Holy God, or by the Head of rhe Holy, Carhol'ck 


Church? You cari't but be aſſured, that ſuch is not the Church that 


is by Law Eſtabliſned; nor, That of whileh Her Excellect Ma jeſty 


is the Support and Ornamenrn. e : 


* 


is the Beſt Wich can be Bzftow'd upon you 


* 


| (16) „ | 
| And then, Gentlsmen, what is this but to cut off all the nice Queſtions 
hinted before, and to reduce all che Controverſy betwixt the Church 
and the, Presbyterians to one or other of theſe ſhort Heads (to which in- 
Ye fare of the Caſe has been long tending) viz, Whether there 
be ſuch a Thing as Rligion! Or whether we are to be Holy and Seri- 
ous or no? Or whether there be ſuch a Thing as Conſcience, and 


ſuch a Glorious Being as God, rhe Governour of it ? 


- You know, Gentlemen, who they are, that Engroſs to themſelves 


the Name of the Church. You know, who they are, that have Diſ- 


turb d your Habitations, Affronted you to your Face, loading you with 
Opprobrious Names and Characters, Voted you our of their Church 
and the Sonſkip of ir. And can that be any great Harm or Grief? Are 
they to be courted or valued, chat deliver you vp with ſo much Con- 
tempt to the Presbyzcrians ! Are they to be Eſteem d as a Church, or 
an Honourable Part of it that make any Society Scandalous 2 Am TI 
bound to cultivate Civil or Sacred Society with thoſe that ſaorn Seri- 
ous Pieiy ? That deride the moſt unconteſted Offices of Publick or of 
Domeſtick Religion? Thar encourage Vice, and make the way to Hea- 
ven and the Eternal Salvation Reproackfull, difficult and Dangerous ? 
How many things have ye Suffer d a late, Gentlemen? And is it 
not Pity, you ſhou d ſuffer them in vain? Is it for Religion, while 


you aim to adapt your ſelves to the Humour of thoſe, that you Reck- 


on have none at all e Is it for Presbyterianiſm, which you were nei- 
ther Bred to, nor are acquainted with? O that it were for ſtrict, un- 
diſputed pieces of Godlineſs! Certainly, you cou d not have ſuffer d 
more than u have done, bad you ſpent that time in the moſt So- 
lemn Exerciſ:s of Religion (as Serious Prayers and Praiſes, Reading 
of Scriptures and Singing of Pſalms) that has been ſpent in Riorinz 
and Drunkenneſs, in Chambecing and Wantonneſs, in Strifes and 
Envies. Then you had had a rich Satisfaction in the Review; and 
an internal Reward worth Suffering for. Thea alſo, perhaps, you had 
had the Glorious hopes of an immortal Recompenſe in a ferure World, 
Ahl When ſhall it appear that Religion is the beſt Policy? That many 
are Suffering for nothing, or Suffering in the way to Hell, as much 
as others bear in the appointed Path ro Unſpeakable, Enileſs Felicity 


When ſhall it appear, that in ward Piery is not Fancy or Phana:iciſm 
That Conſcience s Real and indeed Indelible: That Honours are 


Vain? Thar Pleaſures are de luſive, Fooliſh and ſtinging in the End! 
That the World is a mere uncertamty? That Chriſtianiry is No- 
ble and Heroie > Thar we are a'l haſtning to our Long Home 2 For 
rer.rement co which, that you, Gentlemen, may bs well prepared; 


